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PREFACE 


HE following Diſcourſes were 

ee [22s preached near a Tear fince, 
| J/ at the Ordination of another 
Se * Miniſter, and were then 
earneſtly deſired to be printed; 
But certain Reaſons obliging us to wave it 
at that I ime, it was the Requeſt of ſeve- 
ral Perſons they might be preached again, 
upon this Occaſion, and are now publiſhed at 
their Deſire, | 

Me are far from deſigning by this to dictate 
to Miniſters or Churches, but it is certain 
there are Duties incumbent on both, which 


© The Reverend Mr. IWilliam Aſorton, ordain'd July 
26th, 1733. at Glaß-Houſe- Street. 
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"I've Preface: 


ere too nach ne lected in this Doy of De- 

| 8 in which the Miniſterial Wark 

y many too ſlightly diſcbarg d, and the 

Re bed which ought to be paid by Pro- 

fe 2 to the faithful Labourer in Chriſt * 
meyard, too little attended to. 

Our View in this # the Inftrudion of 
our ſelves and others, the Quickning of 
Mimnfters and Churches, the general der- 
vice of the Intereſt of Chriſt ; in the Pro- 
moting of which, under a Divine Bleſſng, I 
we bave the g — me Satts- 
fadion. 
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Take he unto thy ſelf, and unto 
thy Doctrine; for in doing this, 


thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, 
2 them that hear thee. | 


Rs HE Part of the Work of this 
0 Wy Day aſſigned to me, is to give 
1 a Word of Exhortation to you, 
** my Brother; who has been at 
. chi Time ſolemnly ordained a 
0 Paſtor or Overſeer of this 
Church. Your long Standing, and Uſeful- 
| _— in the Miniſtry, might juſtly excuſe eve- 
ry Thing of this Kind, did not Cuſtom, and 
the Nature of this Day's Service, ſeem to 
require it. You will therefore ſuffer a 
Word of Exhortation, though it comes from 


2 The 3 of a Pale, Sc. 2 — 


a junior Miniſter, ſince you know in what 


Situation we are; our ſenior Miniſters. are 
gone off the Stage of this World, who uſed - 


.co fill up this Place, and whoſe Years beſt 


became it: Our Fathers, where are they? 

And the Prophets, do they live for ever? Give 
me leave to addreſs you in the Words of the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles to Timothy, Take 
heed unto thy ſelf, and unto thy Doctrine; 


for in doing this, thou ſhalt both ſave thy 


ſelf, and them that hear thee; fince this 
Epiſtle was written, not for his ſake only, 
but for the Uſe and Service alſo of other Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel in ſucceeding Ages; that 


they might now how they ought to behave © 


themſelves in the Houſe of God, which'is the 
Church of the living God, the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth, In it the Apoſtle gives a large Ac- 
count of the proper Qualifications of the 
Officers of Churches, Biſhops, and Deacons; 
and in this Chapter deſcends to ſome particu- 
lar Advice and Directions to Timothy, and 


which are deſigned for the Benefit and Ad- 


vantage of other Preachers of tie Word, and 


Paſtors of Churches. 1 ſhall not ke any 


Notice of them here, ſeeing I ſhall have oc- 
caſion to make uſe of them in ſome Parts of 


the following Diſcourſe ; and ſhall therefore 
immediately attend to the Words of my Text, 


in which may be obſerv'd, 
I. A Charge or Exhortation given to Ti- 
2 2 „ | 


II. 


The Duty of a Paſtor, &e. 3 


II. Some Reaſons to ſupport ir, and en- 
gage his Regard unto it. 


I. Here is a Charge or Exhortation given, 
which conſiſts of three Parts : | 

Fir, To take heed to himſelf. 

Secondly, To take heed to his Doctrine. 

Thirdly, To continue therein. 


Firſt, The Apoſtle exhorts Timothy to 
take beed to himſelf. This is not to be un- 
derſtood of him merely as a Man, that he 
ſhould take care of his bodily Health, his 
outward Concerns of Life, or make Provifion 
for his Family, if he had any; not but that 
theſe Things are to be equally regarded by a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, as by any other Per- 
ſon. Though he ought to be diligent in his 
Studies, laborious in his Work, and preach 
the Goſpel in Seaſon and out of Seaſon; yet 
he ought to be careful of the Health of his 
Body, and not deſtroy his natural Conſtitu- 
tion. The Words of the wiſe Man are appli- 
cable to our preſent Purpoſe, * Be not righ- 
teous over-much, neither make thy ſelf ver- 
wiſe: Why ſhouldeſt thou deſtroy thy ſelf? The 
Apoſtle Paul, in this Epiſtle, adviſes Timo- 
thy to take care of himſelf in this Senſe, 
ſeeing he had much Work upon his Hands, 
and but of a weakly Conſtitution; he exhorts 
Bim, that he would * drink no longer Water, 


2 Eeclef. vii. 16, ? Tim. v. 23. 
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but uſe a little Wine, for his Stomach's fake, 
and his offer Infirmities ; ; and it is alike true 
of a Miniſter as of any other Man, what is 
elſewhere ſaid, * If any provide not for his 
own, and eſpecially for 500 of his own Houſe, 
he hath denied the Faith, and is worſe than an 
Infidel. But this is not what the Apoſtle has 
here in view, when he ſays, Take heed to thy 
ſelf 

Nor is this Exhortation given to 7 imothy 
under the Character of a Believer, or private 
Chriſtian, There are ſome Things which 
are common to Miniſters, and private Chri- 
ſtians; their Caſes, in ſome Reſpects, are 
alike, and Cautions to them are equally ne- 
ceſſary: They have the ſame Corruptions, 
are ſubject to the ſame Temptations, and li- 
able to the ſame daily Failings and Infirmi- 
ties; and therefore ſuch, whether Miniſters 
or People, who think they ſtand, ſhould 5 
beed leſt they fall. Unbelief and Diſtruſt of 
Divine Providence, Preſence, Power, and 
Aſſiſtance, have a Place in the Hearts of Mi- 
niſters as well as others, and ſometimes riſe 
to a conſiderable Pitch, and do very much 
prevail; when ſuch Advice as this muſt be 
needful, * Take beed, Brethren, leſt there be 
in any of you an evil Heart of unbelief, in de- 
parting from the living God. There are ma- 
ny Inſtances which might be produced, in 
which this Exhortation would appear to be 


ha 1 Tim. V. 8. | | q Heb. ili. 12. 


ſuit- 


The Dity of a Paſtor, &c. 5 
fuitable to Timothy, and ſo to any other Go- 
ſpel Miniſter, conſidered as a Believer and a 
Chriſtian. 


But I apprehend, that the Apoſtle 0 
him in his miniſterial Capacity, as a Preach- 
er of the Word; and is defirous, that he 
would take heed to himſelf, as a Miniſter, 
and 79 the Miniſtry which he had received in 
the Lord, that he fulfill it. It becomes a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel to take heed to his 
Gifts beſtowed upon him, by which he is 
qualified for his Work, that he does nor 
loſe, but uſe and improve them; ro his 
Time, that he ſpends it aright, and does 
not ſquander it away ; of the Errors and He- 
reſies which are in the World, that he is not 
infected by them; to his Spirit, Temper, 
and Paſſions, that he is not govern'd by 
them; to his Life and Converſation, thar it 
be exemplary, becoming his Office, and 
makes for the Glory of God; and to the Flock 
committed to his Care, which is the other 
Part of himſelf. | 
1. A Miniſter ought to take heed to his 
Gifts beſtowed upon him, whereby he is qua- 
lified for the Work of the Miniſtry. Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he aſcended on high, received 
Gifts for Men, ſuch as were proper to furniſh, 
and fit them for miniſterial Service; and he has 
given them to Men, * He gave ſome Apoſtles, and 


ou Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome. 


2 Eph. iv. IT, 


Paſtors, 


— — 
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Paſtors, and Teachers: That is, he gave 
Gifts, to qualify them for theſe ſeveral Offi- 


ces; and he ſtill continues to give Gifts to 


ſome, by which they become capable of diſ- 
charging the Work and Office of Paſtors of 
Churches; and where theſe are given they 
ought to be taken care of. 

Now, a Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould take 
heed to his Gifts, that he does not loſe 
them. *The Gifts and Calling of God are 
without Repentante. Gifts of Pecial and ſa- 


ving Grace are irreverſible ; God never re- 


pents of them, or revokes them, or calls them 
in; where chey are once beſtowed they are 
never taken away; but Gifts fitting Men for 


publick Work and Uſefulneſs, as they may be 


where true Grace is not, ſo: they may be re- 
moved, when ſaving Grace never will. This 
we may learn from the Parable of the Ta- 
lents, where our Lord ſays, * Take therefore 
the Talent from him, and give it to him which 
hath ten T alents. For unto every one that hath 


ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance : 
But from him that hath not ſhall be taken 


away even that which he hath, Wo there- 
fore to the Idol Shepherd, the Shepherd of 
no account, who is good for nothing, for ar 
Idol is nothing in the World ; who leaveth the 
Flock, makes no Uſe of his Gifts, deſerts his 
Station, forſakes the Flock; the Sword ſhaM 
be upon bis Arm, and upon his right Eye; his 


* Rom. xi, 29. E Matt, xxv. 29, zo. n Zech, xi. 17. 
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Arm ſhall be clean dried up, and bis right Eye 
ſball be utterly darkened, All his Light and 
Knowledge, bis Abilities and Uſefulneſs, ſhall 
be raker-from him. Hence the Apoſtle ex- 
horts Timothy, i To keep by the Holy Ghoſt the 
good Thing which was committed to him ; by 
which he means, not Grace, but either the 
Goſpel, or the Gift of Preaching it; Grace 
cannot, Gifts may be loſt. þ 
Moreover, a Goſpel Miniſter mould take 
heed to his Gifts, that he uſes them: Neglect 
not the Gift that is in thee ®, ſays the Apoſtle 
to Timothy, which was. given thee by Prophecy, 
with the Laying on of the Hands f the Preſ- 
bytery. A Miniſter may be tempted to neg- 
lect, lay aſide, and diſuſe his Gifts, for want 
of Succeſs in his Work, or becauſe. of the 
Slight and Contempt which may be caſt up- 
on him, or by, reaſon: of the Rage, Fury, and 
Pat ſcourione of Men; ſomething of this 
Nature was diſcouraging to Timothy, in the 
Exerciſe of his Gifts, which occaſioned the 
Apoſtle to put him in remembrance, That, 
ſays he, |. thou fiir up the Gift of God which is 
in thee, by the putting on of my Hands; for 
God hath not given us the Spirit of Fear, but 
of Power, of Love, and of a ſound Mind. Be 
not thou therefore aſhamed of the Teſtimony of 
our Lord, nor of me his Priſoner, but be thou 
Partaker of the Aflictions of the Goſpel, ac- 
cording to the Power of God, As if he mould 


12 Tim. i. 15. * I Tim. iv. 14. 11 Tim. i. 6, 7. 


ſay, 
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fay, let not that Gift which God has beſtow- 
ed upon thee lie dormant, and be neglected 
by thee;:: through a timorous and cowardly - 
Spirit; but. boldly and bravely preactzche Go- 
el of the Grace of God, though thou art 
fare to endure much Affliction, and Perſecu- 
tion. Wo to that Man, who from any Con- 
ſideration whatever, wraps. up his Talent in 
a Napkin, and hides it in the Earth; fuch an 
one Chriſt, at the great Day of Account, will 
call wicked and ſothful; and give Orders to 
caſt ſuch an urprofifeble Servant into outer 
Dar kneſi, where ſhall be weeping, and . 
ing of Teetb ®. 
Beſides, a Miniſter ought not only to take 
heed that he uſes his Gifts, but alſo that 
he improves them; and, indeed, they are ge- 
nerally improved by uſing. Gifts, like Pie- 
ces of Armour, through \ diſuſe, grow ruſty *, 
but the more they are worn the brighter they 
are. There are ſeveral Things which have 
a Tendency to improve, and, with the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, do improve ſpiricual Gifts, ſuch 
as Prayer, Meditation, and Reading. Theſe 
the Apoſtle directed Timothy to, for the Im- 
provement of his Mind: Tl! T come, ſays 
he, give Attendance to Reading, to Exhor- 
tation, to Doctrine; —— Meditate upon theſe 


Things, give thy ſelf wholly to them“, * or, be 


* 


Matt. xxv. 26, 30. 


n Adde, quod ingenium longa rubigine lacſum 
Torpet. 


v r Tim. iv. 15. EY UT 1% 
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thou 
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thou in them; be conſtantly intent upon 
them, that thy ' profiting may appear to all a, 
or in all Things, b. e. in all Parts of uſeful 
Knowledge. It is the Duty of Miniſters * to 
fiir up the Gift of God which is in them. Gifts 
are ſometimes like Coals of Fire, covered and 
buried in Aſhes, to which there is an Allu- 
ſion in this Paſſage * , which muſt be ſtirred 
up, or blown off, that they may revive and 
be re-inflamed, and ſo communicate more 
Light and Heat. Tis true, Miniſters can- 
not procure Gifts for themſelves, nor in- 
creaſe them of themſelves; but God is plea- 
ſed to give to his Servants greater Abilities, 
more Light and Knowledge, in the diligent 
Uſe of Means, For unto every one that hath, 
þ. e. that has Gifts, and makes uſe of all pro- 
per Methods to improve them, /hall be given, 
and he ſhall have abundance. 

2. A Miniſter ought to take heed to his 
Time, that he ſpends it aright, and does not 
ſquander it away. Time is precious, and 
ought to be redeemed, and diligently impro- 
ved, by all Sorts of Men; but by none more 
than the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who ſhould 
ſpend it in frequent Prayer, conſtant Medita- 
tion, and' in daily Reading the Scriptures, 
and the Writings of good Men; Which are 


2 Ey r. 2 Tim. 1«6, 

Verbum dyadονν,D etiam modeſte eum officii admoner, 
Significat autem ignem cineribus tectum excitare, ſopitam favil- 
lam in flammam proferre. Aretius in 2 Tim. i. 6. In the ſame 
Senſe as here is the Word uſed i in Marc. Antonin. us ſexo... 7. . 
V. Gattaker Annotat. in ib. | 
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10 The Duty of a Paſtor, &c. 
tranſmitted to Poſterity for the Benefit and 
Advantage of the Churches of Chriſt. They 
ſhould give themſelves up wholly to theſe 
Things, and daily and diligently fudy to ſhew 
themſelves approved unto God, Workmen that 
need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word 
of Truth*, They ought not to ſpend their 
Time in an unprofitable Manner, or in need- 
leſs and unneceſſary Viſits. It is a Miſtake 
which prevails among Church-Members, 
that they muſt be viſited, and that very of- 
ten : If Miniſters are not continually calling 
on them they think themſelves neglected, and 
are much diſpleaſed; not conſidering, that 
ſuch a Frequency of Viſits, as is deſired by 
them, muſt be the Bane and Ruin of whar 
might otherwiſe be a very valuable Miniſtry ; 
and at the ſame Time furniſhes an idle and 
lazy Preacher with a good Excuſe to neglect 
his Studies, and that with a great deal of 
Peace and Quietneſs of Conſcience, whilſt 
he fancies he's about his miniſterial Work. 
I would not be underftood, as though I 
thought that Viſits were needleſs Things, and 
that they are no part of a Miniſter's Work : 
I am ſenſible, that he ought to be diligent to 
know the State of his Flock; and that it is his 
Buſineſs to vifit the Members of the Church, 
at proper Times, and on proper Occaſions ; 
what I complain of, is the too great Fre- 
: quency of Viſits as is deſired, and when they 
are unneceſlary. my 

t 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
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3. A Miniſter ought to take heed to him- 
ſelf, that he is not infected with the Errors 
and Hereſies which are in the World. There 
always have been, and till are, Herefies 
among Men, and there muſt be; that they 
which are approved, are faithful and appro- 
ved Miniſters of Chriſt, might be made mani 
feſt, to the Churches, and the World, by 
their Zeal for Truth, and againſt Ertor. And 
whereas Miniſters, as well as others, are lia- 
ble to have their Minds corrupted from the 
Simplicity that is in Chriſt, and to be led 
away with the Error of the Wicked, and fo 
fall from their own Stedfaſineſs z it becomes 
them therefore, to take heed to themſelves. 
This was the Reaſon of the Apoſtle's Advice 
to the Elders of the Church at Epheſus, ac 
his taking his leave of them; when he ſaid 
to them, Take heed to your ſelves, and to all 
the Flock for, ſays he, I know this, that 
after my departing, ſhall grievous Wolves en- 
ter in among you, not ſparing the Flock ; alſo 
of your own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking 
perverſe Things, to draw away Diſciples after 
them. Take heed, beware therefore, of theſe 
perverſe Men and Things, leſt you alſo be 
drawn after them, and be carried away by 
them. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt thought it ne- 
ceſſary to exhort his own Diſciples, to be- 
ware of the Doctrine of the Phariſees and 
Sadducees; and to take heed, that they were 


v AQs xx: 28, 29, 30. 
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12 The Duty of a Paſtor, Kc. 

not deceived by falſe Chriſts, and. falſe Pro- 
phets. Miniſters, of all Men, ought to be 
moſt careful to ſhun Error, and avoid falſe 
Doctrines; fince their Seduction may be the 
Means of a greater Spread of them, and of 
the Ruin of Multitudes of Souls. 

4. A Miniſter ought to take heed to his 
Spirit, his Temper, and his Paſſions, that he 
is not governed by them. The Preachers of 
the Goſpel are Men of like Paſſions with 
others: Some of Chriſt's Diſciples were very 
hot, fiery, and paſſionate; they were for 
calling for Fire from Heaven to conſume 
ſuch who had diſpleaſed them; hence our 
Lord ſaid unto them, Te know nat what 
Manner of Spirit ye are of. One that has the 
Government of his Paſſions, and can rule his 
own Spirit and Temper, is very fit to rule in 
the Church of God. He that is flow to anger 
is better than the Mighty; and be that ruleth 
bis Spirit than be that taketh a City*. But 
if a Man is influenced and governed by his 


Paſſions, he'll be led by em to take indirect 


and imprudent Steps; and to manage Affairs 


with Partiality, to the Prejudice of the 


Church, and Members of it. | 
x 1 A Miniſter ought to take heed to his 
Lite and Converſatian, that it be exemplary 
to thoſe who are under his Care. Private 
Chriſtians may, and ought to be Examples 

one to another; they ſhould be confi; fo 
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maintain , or go before each other in good 
Works; but more eſpecially, Miniſters ought 
to be Euſamples to the Flock. This is the Ad- 
vice the Apoſtle gave Timothy, Be thou an 
Example of the Believers, in Word, in Con- 
verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in 
Purity. They ought to be careful how they 
behave themſelves in their Families, in the 
Church, and in the World; that they give 
no Offence in any Thing, that the Miniſtry be 
not blamed, and ſo become uſeleſs and unpro- 
fitable. This was what the Apoſtle Paul was 
careful of, with reſpe& to himſelf and his 
Miniſtry ; I keep ks my Body, and bring it 
into Subjefion *, I do not indulge, but deny 


my ſelf, all carnal Luſts and Pleaſures, ef 


that by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt away, h. e. 
not one rejected of God, or a Reprobate; for 


he knew whom he had believed, and was per- 


ſwaded, that nothing could ſeparate him 


from the Love of God; he had no fearful 


Apprehenſions of this kind; tho' he was jea- 


lous and cautious, leſt he ſhould be guilty of 


4 


miſconduct in his outward Converſation 
among Men; and ſo become «9 i;u©., re- 
jected, and diſapproved of by Men, and 
be uſeleſs in his Miniſtry. Every Chriſtian 
ought to adorn the Doctrine of God our Saui- 
our, but more eſpecially the Preachers of it; 
their Lights ſhould /o ſhine before Men, that 


? Leis ads, Tit, ul, 8. 3 1 Tim iv. 12. 1 Cop. ix. 27. 
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they ſeeing their good Works, may - glorify 
their Father which is in Heaven. The Name 
of God, the Ways of Chriſt, and the Truths 
of the Goſpel, are blaſphemed, and ſpoken 
evil of, through the ſcandalous Lives of Pro- 
feſſors, and eſpecially Miniſters. Nothing is 
more abominable than that one, whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs it is to inſtruct and reprove others, is 
Himſelf notoriouſſy culpable; to ſuch a Perſon 
and caſe, the Words of the Apoſtle are ve- 
ry applicable, Thou therefore which teac heſt 
another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf? Thou that 
preacheſt a Man ſhould not ſteal, doeſt thou 
 fteal? Thou that ſayeſt a Man ſhould not com- 
mit Adultery, doeſt thou commit Adultery 2 
Thou that abborreſt Idols, doeft thou commit 
Sacrilege ? Thou that maleſt thy Boaſt of the 
Law, through breaking the Law diſhonoureſt 
thou God? For the Name of God is blaſpbemed 
among the Gentiles through you. 

6. A Miniſter ought to take heed to the 
Flock committed to his Care, which is but 
the other Part of himſelf. There is a mu- 
tual Relation, a cloſe Union, between a Pa- 
ſtor and a Church; they are in ſome Senſe 
one, and their Intereſts are one; ſo that a 
Paſtor, by taking heed to himſelf, takes heed 
to his Flock, and by taking heed to his Flock 
takes heed to himſelf. Hence theſe two are 
joined together in the Apoſtle's Advice to the 

b Quae culpare ſoles, ea tu ne feceris ipſe ; 


Turye eſt doctori, cum culpa redarguit ipſum, Cato. 
© Rom, ii. 21, 22, 23, 24. e 


* 


Elders 


wm UV WF g*_ 


The Duty of 4 Paſtor, &e. 18 


| Elders of the Church ac Epheſus, * Take heed 


to your ſelves, and to all the Flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, 
to feed the 2 hureh, Paſtors of Churches 
ſhould: be careful that they feed the Saints 
with Knowledge and Underſtanding ; that 


they feed the Flock and not themſel ves; that 


per form the whole Office of faithful 


Shepherds to them; that they ſtrengthen the 


Diſeaſed, heal the Sick, bind up the Broken, 
bring again that which was driven away, and 
ſeek up that which was loſt; all which they 
ſhould take diligent heed unto, ſince they 
muſt be accountable to the great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of Souls, for all choſe who are 


under their Care, But ſo much for the firſt 


Branch. of the Exhortation 3 7 to 
conſider, 

Secondly, The ſecond Part of the Charge, 
which is to take heed to his Doctrine, H. e. 
to the Doctrine to which he has attain'd, 
which he has a Knowledge of, and ought to 
preach to others; otherwiſe the Doctrine is 
not his own but anothers ; as Chriſt ſays of 
himſelf as Man, My Doctrine is not mine, 
but his that ſent me. Chriſt received his Do- 
ctrine from his Father, and his Miniſters re- 
ceive it from him, and deliver it to the Peo- 
ple. The Doctrine which a Goſpel Miniſter 
preaches, is in the ſame Senſe his, in which 


the Apoſtle Paul calls the 89 = Goſpel, 


Acts xx, 28. © john vii. 16. 
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or our Goſpel; not that it was a Syſtem of 


Doctrines drawn up, and compoſed by him; 


but what was given him by the Revelation 


of Chriſt, was committed to his Truſt, what 
he ought to preach, and' in which he was 
made uſeful to the Souls of many. 

Now a Miniſter ought to take heed to his 
Doctrine, that it be according to the Scriptures, 
All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, 
and is profitable for Doctrine. True Doctrine 
ſprings from it, is agreeable to it, and may 
be confirmed and eſtabliſhed by it; therefore 


any Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Ora- 


cles of God. He ſhould be careful, that his 
Doctrine has a Place in the Word of God, 

that it takes its riſe from ir, is conſonant ro 
it, and capable of being proved by it: To the 
Law, and to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not 
according to this Word, it is becauſe there is 
no Light in them", Whatever Doctrines do 


not ſpring from theſe Fountains of Light and 


Truth, or are diſagreeable to them, muſt be 
accounted divers and ſtrange Doftrines. | 

Care ſhould alſo be taken, by a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, that his Doctrine be the Do- 
ctrine of Chriſt ; that is, ſuch as Chriſt him- 


felf preached, which he has deliver'd out by 


Revelation to others, and of which he is the 
Sum and Subſtance. i Wie preach Chriſt cru- 


ciſied to the Jews a ſtumbling Black, and to the 


b f - © 00 ; 0 2 © 1 
: 2 Tim. 111. 16. | f I Pet. IV. 11. h Iſa. Vill, 20. 
I Cor. 1. 23. : 


Greeks 


I be Duty a Paſtor, & e. 17 
Greeks Fooliſhneſs. : This Doctrine is moſt 
likely to be uſeful for the Converfion of Sin- 
ners, and Comfort of Saints; and a Man that 


does not bring this with him is to be diſeou- 


raged and rejected: Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, 


and abideth not in the Doctrine of Chrift, hath 


not God: He that abideth in the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, he bath both the Father and the Son. 
Tf there come any unto you, and bring not this 
Doctrine, receive him not into your Houſe, nei- 
ther bid him God ſpeed *. 


Moreover, a Miniſter ſhould | take heed, 


that his Doctrine be the ſame with that of 


the Apoſtles. It was the Glory of the Primi- 


tive Chriſtians, that they continued ſtedfaſtly 
in the Apoſtles Doctrine; and it muſt be the 


Excellency of a Man's Miniſtry, that it is 
agreeable to that Paith which was once deli- 
vered to the Saints. ſeſus Chriſt received his 


Doctrine from his Father, which he deliver- 
ed to his Apoſtles: 1 have given unto them, 
ſays he, the Words which thou gaveſt me, and 


they have received them; who alſo were gui- 
ded by the Spirit of Truth into all Truth, as 
it is in Jeſus; and under the Inſpiration of the 


ſame Spirit have left the Whole of it in Wri- 


ting to the Churches of Chriſt ; which ſhould 
be the Standard of a Gol! ſpel-Miniſtry through- 


out all Generations. 
Beſides, it becomes a Preacher of the Word 


to be careful, that the Doctrine he reaches 


* 2 John 9, 10. John xvil. 8. 
D 


be 
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be according to Godlineſs ; that it is not con- 
trary to the moral Perfections of God, or has 

aà Tendency to promote a looſe and licentious 
Life; but that it is agreeable to, and may be 

a Means of inereaſing, both internal and exter- 

nal Holineſs. Sin, as it is a Tranſgreſſion of 

the Law, ſo it is contrary to ſound Doctrine; 
which ſound Doctrine is according to the glo- 
rious Goſpel of the bleſſed God v. The Goſpel 
no more countenances Sin, than the Law does; 
the Grace of God, the Doctrine of the 
Grace of God, that bringeth Salvation, the 
News of it to Sinners, hath appeared to all 
Men, Gentiles as well as Jews; teaching us, 
That denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, 
ve ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, 
in this preſent World. Whatever Doctrines 
are ſubverſive of true Piety, or ſtrike at the 
Life and Power of Godlineſs, are to be re- 
jected: F any Man teach otherwiſe, and con- 
ſent not to wholeſome Words, even the Words of 
our Lord TFeſus Chriſt, and to the Doctrine 
. which is according to Godlineſs ; be is proud, 
- knowing nothing, but doting about Queſtions, 
and Strife of Words, whereof cometh Envy, 
Strifes, Railings, evil Surmifings, &c., * 
Again, it is highly neceſſary, that a Paſtor 
of a Church ſhould be careful, that his Do- 
ctrine be ſuch as makes for the Edification of 
the People; it ought to be ſolid and ſubſtan- 
tial, ſuited to their Capacities, and what is 
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Food 
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The Duty of a Paſtor, . 9 
Food convenient for them; he ſhould not, 
therefore, give. heed to Fables, and endleſs 
Genealogies; he ought, in his Miniſtry, to ſbun 
prophane and vain Bablings, and Oppoſitions 
of Science falſly ſo called. He ſhould not 
ſtrive about Words to no profit, but to the ſub- 
verting of the Hearers; and ſhould carefully 


and diligently avoid fooliſh and unlearned 


Queſtions, knowing that they do gender 
ATT... - Bo 
In a Word, he ſhould take heed, that his 
Doctrine be ſound and incorrupt, pure and 
unmixed, and that it be all of a piece, and 
confiſtent with it ſelf. He ought to ſpeak 
the Things which become ſound Doctrine; that 
is, ſuch Things as are agreeable to ic, and 
conſiſtent with ir, and which are wholeſome 
and healthful to the Souls of Men. In his 
Doctrine he ought to ſhew Urcorruptneſs, 
Gravity, Sincerity, and uſe ſound Speech, 
which cannot be condemned * ; he ſhould not 
teach for Doctrines the Commandments of Men, 
or join, or mix divine Truths with human 
Inventions. The Chaff and the Wheat ſhuld 
be kept ſeparate; nor ſhould he blend Law 
and Goſpel, Grace and Works together; and 
fo be like them that corrupt the Word of God, 
 2x@nAWorlis TY AGyov TÞ Os, adulterate it, 
by mixing it with their own Fancies ; as un- 
fair Dealers in Liquors, mix Water with 


them, which is the Senſe of che Word here 


? x Tim 4. & yi. 20, 2 Tin. il 14, 16, 23, Tt. l. 1,7, 8: 
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uſed, * But as of Sincerity, but as of God, in 
the Sight of God, ſhould a Goſpel-Miniſter 
ſpeak in Cbriſt. He ought to take heed that 
what he preaches is conſiſtent with it ſelf; 

that it has no yea and nay, no Contradiction 
in it, and does not deſtroy it ſelf; and ſo 
bring a Reproach upon him, and he be- 
come uſeleſs to his Hearers; © For if the 
Trumpet give an uncertain Sound, :who ſhall 
7 -onſ himſelf for the Battle? Conſiſtence, 

armony, and- Connexion of Things with 
each other, are the Beauty and Glory of a 
Man's Miniſtry; which ' muſt needs recom- 
mend it, and make it moſt uſeful, profitable 
and pleaſant. 

It is alſo very adviſeable that w take heed, 
that he expreſs his Doctrine in the beſt Man- 
ner, and to the beſt Advantage. He ought to 
be careful about the Manner as well as the 
Matter of his Miniſtry ; that he ſpeak plainly, 
intelligibly, and boldly, the Goſpel, as it ought 
to be ſpoken : Elocution, which is a Gift of 
Utterance, a Freedom of Expreſſion, with 
Propriety of Language, is one of the Gifts 
fitting for publick Uſefulneſs in the Work of 
the Miniſtry; and which may be im proved 
by the Uſe of proper Means. The Example 
of the royal Preacher 1 18 worthy of our Imi- 


iin 
r Cor. ii. 17. th. cauponantes 8 Dei. 
Metaphora ſumpta eſt. ab hoſpitibus & cauponantibus, quibus in 
more eſt, vinum aqua oorrumpere. Sie Graeci interpretantur, x- 
AU Rαννν.ν Thy olyop, hoc eſt, vinum r * nher 
dicunt olim ſig | 


7 nĩficaviſſe oj ole Vinum. n in loc. 
7 Cor. xiv. 8. 1 


fes Ss 1 cation, 


| 


s 


the moſt acceptable Manner. 


| The Duy of a Paſtor, Kc. 21 
tation, Becauſe the Preacher was wiſe he fill 
taught the People Knowledge; yea, he gave 
good Heed, and fought out, and ſet in Order 
many Proverbs © The' Preacher fought to find 


out acceptable Words; and that which was 


written was upright, even Words of Truth * : 


He not only ſought for proper and agreeable 
Truths, but was careful to expreſs them in 


To conclude this Head; when a Miniſtes 
has uſed his Care and Diligence about his 
Doctrine, that it be according to the Scrip- 
tures, agreeable to the Doctrine of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles; that it be according to Godli- 
lineſs, and makes for the Uſe of Edifying; 
that it be ſound and incorrupt, pure and un- 
mixed, and conſiſtent with it ſelf; and that 
it be expreſſed i in the beſt Manner, and to the 
beſt Advantage, he ought to take heed to de- 
fend it whenever oppoſed; for Miniſters are 
not only ſet to preach the Goſ el, but for 
the Defence of it; they ſnould ſound _ 
Arine both exhort and convince Gainſayer 
for which purpoſe, they ſhould uſe 2 t i 


edged Sword, the Sword of the Spirit, which 


is the Word of God; and is both an offenſive 
and defenſive Weapon, by which, at once, 
Error is refuted, and Truth eſtabliſhed. I go 
on to conſider, © 

Thirdly, The third Part of this Exhorta- 
tion, which is, to continue in them. Some 


+ Reck xi 9, 10, b. i. 9. 
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read the Words, Continue with them, h. o. 
with the People at Epbeſus, where Timothy 
was, and where the Apoſtle would have him 
remain; as appears from what he ſays to him 
at the Beginning of this Epiſtle, * I be/ought 


| thee to abide till at Epheſus. But I chuſe ra- 


ther to conſider them as they are in our Tran- 
lation render'd, Continue in them, h. e. in 
the Doctrines which thou doſt well to take 
heed unto. Much ſuch Advice does the Apo- 


ſtle give to Timothy, in his ſecond Epiſtle to 


him, ” Continue thou, ſays he, in the Things 
which thou haſt learned, and haſt been aſſured 
of, knowing of whom thou haſt learned them. 
It is very unbecoming Miniſters of the Word, 
to be liłe Children toſſed to and fro with every 
Wind f Dactrine; daily ſhifting Sides, and 
changing Sentiments. ER: EF Hip 

He that would be a Preacher of the Goſpel to 
others, ought ſo to ſtudy the Scriptures, and 
learn the Doctr ines of Grace, as to be aſſured of 
them, to be at a Point, at a Certainty concerning 
them; that he maybe able to ſpeak them bold- 
ly, as they ought to be ſpoken; and when he 
has ſo done, he ought to adhere to them, abide 
by them, and continue in them; even though 


a Majority may be againſt them, for we are 
not to follow a Multitude to do Evil *. Truth 


is not to be judged of by the Number, of its 
Admirers; if this was a ſure and ſafe Rule to 


= . 


Feine drs. 2 Chap. i. 3. 1 Chap. ii, 14. 
® Exod, xxili, 2. | ES g 
tet: | 29 


kt 85 
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po by y, the Church of Rome would have the 
ſt Pretenſions to the Truth of Doctrine, 
Diſcipline, and Worſhip; for all the Vorl 
wonder'd after the Bea: It ſhould be no 
Diſcouragement to a Goſpel-Miniſter to ob- 
ſerve, that there are but few that receive the 
Docttines of Grace. Yea, he ſhould abide 
by them, though they are oppoſed by Men 
of Learning and Reputation. Truth does 
not always lie among Men of that Character; 
God is pleaſed to hide the Myſteries of the 
_ Goſpel 5 rom the Wiſe and Prudent, and re- 
veal them unto Babes ; and by the Fooli ;ſhneſs 
of Preaching confound the Wiſe, and ſave 
| them that believe. It was an Objection to our 
Lord's Miniſtry, that not any of the Rulers 
or of the Phariſees believed on him; but this 
People who knoweth not the Law are curſed *. 
Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould abide by, and 
continue in the Doctrines of it, though it is 
only received by the Poor and Ignorant, and 
oppoſed by the Rich and Wiſe: Nay, they 
ought to do ſo, though there are ſome Things 
in them which cannot be comprehended by 
corrupt and carnal Reaſon; this ſhould be no 
Objection to a Reception of them, or Conti- 
nuance in them. There are ſome Things in 
the Goſpel which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
Heard, neither have enter d into the Heart of 
Man, that i is, a natural Man to conceive of; 
wherefore it is no wonder, that he natural 


Rev. xiii. 3. John vii. 48, 49. 
Man 
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Mon receiverh not the Things of the Spirit. of 
God, far they are Fooliſhneſs unto him, neither 
can be know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned*, PFF | 
Nor ſhould the Charges and Imputations 
of Novelty and Licentiouſneſs frighten and 
deter the Miniſters of Chriſt from abi- 
ding by the Doctrines of Grace, ſince theſe 
were the very Reproaches and Calumnies 
that the Doctrines of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles were loaded with, V bat Thing is this? 
Wheat neu Doctrine is this? Say ſome con- 
terning Chriſt's Miniſtry “; and ſo the Athe- 
nians to Paul, May we know what this new 
Doctrine whereof thou ſpeabeſt is? They look- 
ed upon the more ſubſtantial Truths of the 
Goſpel as Novelties, upſtart Notions, ſuch 
as were never heard of before; nay, they 
were accounted by ſome as having a Tenden- 
cy to open a Door to all Manner of Wicked- 
neſs and Looſeneſs of Life; which occaſioned 
the Apoſtle to ſay, And not rather, as we be 
Handerouſiy reported, and as ſome affirm, that 
we ſay, Let us do Evil that Good may come, 

whoſe Damnation is juſt *, 55 
In a Word, it becomes Chriſt's Miniſters to 
abide by, and continue in the Doctrinesof Grace, 
tho? they riſque their good Name, Credit, and 
Reputation, are in danger of loſing their out- 
ward Maintenance, or worldly Subſtance, 
yea, Life it ſelf; for whoſoever will ſave his 
© x Cor. ii. 9-14. Mark i. 27. Acts xvii. 19. Rom. 

ni, 8. Mark viii, 3 5. | ee 

Life 


The Duty bf a Paſtor; Kc. 25 
Life ſhall loſe it, but whoſoever ſhall loſe bis 
Life for my ſake and the Goſpels, the ſame ſhall 
ſave it. I now haſten briefly to conſider, 


II. The Reaſons given by the Apoſtle to 
ſupport the Whole of this Charge of Exhor- 
tation; and to engage Timothy's, and ſo every 
other Goſpel-Miniſter's regard unto it. 

Firſt, His firſt Reaſon is, For in doing this 
thou ſhalt ſave thy ſelf. Jeſus Chriſt is the 
only efficient, and procuring Cauſe of Salva- 
tion: There is no Salvation in any other ; for 
there is none other Name under Heaven given 
among Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved :. Mi- 
niſters can't ſave themſelves by any Works 
of Righteouſneſs done by them, no, not by 
their miniſteral Services; it is in vain to ex- 
pe& Salvation by any, or from any other 
than Chriſt Jeſus: Bur Miniſters, by taking 
heed to themſelves, may, through 4 Divine 
Bleſſing, and the Influences of the Spirit of 
God, ſave themſelves from an untoward Gene- 
ration, and be preſerved from the Pollutions of 
the World; may keep their Garments, their 
outward Converſation Garments, ſo that they 
do not walk naked, and others ſee their Shame. 
By taking heed to their Doctrine they may 
fave themſelves from being infected with 
falſe. Doctrines, Errors and Hereſies; thoſe 
Roots of Bitterneſs, which ſpringing up in 
Churches, trouble ſome, and defile others, 
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26 The Duty of a Paſtor, ad. 
And by continuing in their Doctrin 
fave themſelves from the Blood of all Men 


with whom they are concern d. The Work 


of a Miniſter is an awful, ſolemn, and 
weighty one; if he does not warn and in- 
ſtruct both the Righteous and the Wicked, 
their Blood will be required at his hand; but 
if he performs his Office faithfully, he deli- 
vers his Soul, h. e. he ſaves himſelf from 
ſuch a Charge againſt him, as did the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, who could ſay, ] am pure from 
the Blood of all Men; for T have not ſhunned 
to declare unto you all the Counſel of God. 
Thus, by a Miniſter's taking heed to himſelf 
and to his Doctrine, and continuing therein, 
he ſaves himſelf from all juſt Blame in his 
Character and Office ; = may be truly ac- 
eounted @ good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, nous: 
riſbed up in the Words of Faith, and of good 
Doctrine, whereunto he bath. attained ©. han 
Secondly, His other Reaſon is, Thou ſhalt 
alſo ſave them that hear thee 3 h. e. by being 
an Example to them both in Word and Con- 
verſation, thou ſhalt be the Means of pre- 
ferving them both from etroneous Principles 


and ET Practices; or, thou ſhalt be in- 


ſtrumental in their eternal Salvation. Mini- 
ſters are Inſtruments by whom Souls believe, 
and ſo are ſaved; the Word preached by them 
being, by the Grace of the Spirit, an en+ 


grafted Word, 18 is able to ſave them; and che 


* Acts XE. 26, 27. * Tim. ni. 6, 


! 1 


Goſpel 


The Duty of a Paſtot, &. 27 : 


Goſpel being attended with the Demonſtra» 

tion of the Spirit, is the Power of God unto 
Salvation. What can, or does, more ſtrong- 

ly engage Miniſters co take heed: to chem» 
ſelves, to their Doctrine, and abide therein, 

| rthannthis? That they may be uſeful in che 
Converſion, and ſo in the Salvation of preci- 
ous and immortal Souls, which are of more 
Worth than a World. He that converteth a 
Sinner from the Error of his Way, ſhall ſave 

2 Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a Multitude 
of Sins*, A hopeful View of this ſupports 
Miniſters in their Work, and carries them 
chearfully through many Difficulties that at- 
tend it; for ſuch Souls whom they have been 
uſeful to, will be their Foy, and Crown of Re- 
joicing, in the great Day of the Lord. Theſe 
Reaſons, I truſt, will engage you, my Bro- 
ther, who has been this Day ſer apart to the 
Paſtoral Office in this Church, to take heed 
to your ſelf, your Gifts, Time, Temper, 
Life and Converſation, and to che Flock 
now committed to your Care: And I con- 
clude,” that theſe will alſo engage you to 

take heed to your Doctrine; that it be ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and true Godlineſs ; and 

ſuch as will be profitable to them that hear 

„ it; that it be ſound and incorrupt, pure and 
unmixed, and conſiſtent with it ſelf; that it 

be delivered out in the beſt Manner, you are 
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Converſion of Sinners, and Edificati 


Saints. 
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1 TIM. v. 17. 


Let the Elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double Ho- 


nour, eſpecially they who la- 
bour in the Word and Do- 
arme. - | OY 


HEN our Lord aſcended up on 


and gave Gifts unto Men; to 
ſome he gave Apoſtles, ro ſome 
Prophets, to ſome Evangeliſts, 
and to others Paſtors and 
Teachers“: The Deſign of which was, the 
Perfecting of the Saints, and the Edifying of 
his own myſtical Body. 
There has been in all Ages of the Church, 
and, perhaps, will be to the End of Time, 


high he led Captivity captive, 
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well be counted worthy of uouble Honour, ofpe- 
cially they who labour in the Word and — 


S „„ 2 — — mes 
-- - " l 3 2 28 — ""_ — — 5 ae — | 
s - 3 * Mins * — — — — — - — RY —— — 2 —_ =X 2 — — — — 
= — = 5 — - — 2 — — ©: x = T_ --- =>» = = — - — — . . — — K — = 
+ . — BZ = — LEES ͤ— V1 — = = > = _—; = — « — "Ee? — — -tulS—= = CRIES — a — a Qu" = — — —— bn — 
=== _- —- - "I — — — —— ̃ ͤ—— = — £2! 5. — i: . 1 ö 2 — = = — — 3 — — — = — 
— — — — — — — - = : — — — — Ts — — —— — — — — _ - " PY - — — — — — — 
= - F 2 — — — — — — ————_—— DD — — — 2 — 1 n — * — —— — — — - . - — 
* £ I * * —— — — — — — — — — — — — — - : — jg - 2 A 22 — - — —— —— —— — — 2 N 
wants CORE < — — — — — — — — — CC — —— an_—_ — — gone te — - — 5 = —— - . - z . 2 TRE , 2% — 
— 2 = — ———— : — . — — * 2 — = ==- OE : E: — — 
= — . - — — _ — — — — — — — —— — — — oy nt — — — — * 5 a = a - mn he > 
— — — — — - — — — — — — . —-—-—„—-— — ſs — — _ ——— . _ - 4 - 2 * ä , — 8 - 
_ — — — —— ä — - — == — — — "= be EF pr by 
= — 4 _- — — Aa" - F a — ITE” 


The Dup of tb Pape. 1 
a Diverſity of Gifts; dert as de 
rom“ one knd the due Pre e 


to every Man in, 
ever they ay de Nene a 
| All of cem, from an 


4 or leis ORC 
Apoltle to an Evangeliſt, from the moſt emi- 
nent Prophet, to a common Preacher or Dea- 
con, are the Churches Property and Inheri- 
tance, © Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce- 
phas, all are theirs, as they are Chriſt's. 
Now, as the Committing the Word of 
Reconcihiation to Meh, is a glorious Difplay 
of the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; and 
Miniſters 'of the Goſpel are atcoutitable to 
him, who intruſts them with the Myſteries of 
the Kingdom, for their Diligence, Care, and 
Fidelity, in pübliſhing the Mellage of Sal- 
vation; as they have their Leg to preach 
the Word in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, and 
are to ſtudy to approve themſelves to God, 
and commend: themſelves to every Man's 
onſcience, as Workmen who need not be 


aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth, 
o there are certain Rules and Directions Jaid 


down ih God's Word, relating to the Con- 


duct df the Saints, towards their Paſtors and 
Miniſters. Of this Kind is the Paſſage I have 


now read to you, Let the Elders that rale 


rine. 


c x Cor. iii. 22, 23; 
Expo- 


b I Cor. xii. from 4 fo 12. 


| The Duty of the People. 3 
Expoſitory differ very much in their Senti- 


ments, about the Ruling Elders mention'd 


in the Text ; the moſt probable Opinion. (nor 
to attend to looſe and uncertain Conjectures) 
is, That they were aged Perſons, Men of 
Years, Gravity, and Experience, whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs it was to ſee to it, that the Diſcipline of 
the Church was maintain'd, and preſery'd in 
its proper Order and Purity; and, perhaps, 
they might aſſiſt the Miniſter, with their Ad- 
vice in difficult Caſes, and attend to the ma- 


rence, between any of the Members, as well 
as preſide in their Aſſemblies, when through 
Sickneſs, ar any other Call of Providence, 
the Miniſter or Paſtor might be neceſſarily 
abſent: Of theſe Elders ſome appear to have 
been Evangeliſts, though nar all, and there- 
fore the Apoſtle ſays, epecially they who la- 
Hour in the Word and Dotrins. | 

I might here enquire, Whether this Office 
was peculiar to the apoſtolic Age? or, Whe- 
ther it has been, or ought to have been con- 
tinued in the Church ever ſince? But it is 


ſufficient for my Purpoſe, let the Character 


contain what determinate Meaning ſoever, 
and whether of ſhorter or longer Standing in 
the Church. If the Elders who ruled well 


L arent _— Urtęsi. 
Beza ſays they were, Diyerſ ab Epiſcqpis id eſt Peſtoribus, & 
a Diaconis ; ; and that they were Too5rwT@; nomine dicti quod 
Paſtoribus ordinariis aſiores erant in Eeclefiarum gubernatione. 
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king up, and ſettling of Matters in Diffe- 
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4 The Duty of the People. 
were worthy of double Honour, we may be 
aſſured this was no leſs the Caſe, with reſpect 
to thoſe Paſtors or Teachers, who had not 
only a Spirit of Government, but were anoint- 
ed of God, and call'd by his Providence, to 
preach the everlaſting Goſpel. _ 

As you have therefore this Day, my Bre- 
thren, the Members of this Church, ſolemn- 
ly call'd our much eſteemed Friend, and Fel- 
low-Labourer, to be your Paſtor, Elder or 
Overſeer, and have before God, Angels, and 
Men, heartily invited him to, and upon his 


declar'd Conſent, unanimouſly inveſted him 


with, this ſacred Character and Office, ſo I 
promiſe my ſelf, it will be by no means grie- 
vous to any of you, that, with the utmoſt 
Plainneſs and Faithfulneſs, I attempt to lay 
before you the Particulars of your Duty to- 
wards him, and the Regard you ought to 
have for him, who is now ſet over you in 


the Lord. 


And* this I ſhall endeavour, keeping my 
Eye to the Words of our Text, under the 
tollowing Heads. | 


1. You are to entertain high and honour- 
able Thoughts and Apprehenfions of ve 
Miniſter, as one of Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, 


cloathed with his Authority, ſeat in his 
Name, and charg'd with a Commiſſion of 
the greateſt Moment and Importance. 

There is a Reſpe& which we owe our Fel- 
low-Creatures, from the common W 
| g | u — 


The Duty of the People. 5 
ſubſiſting between them and us: We are to 
think as well of them as Reaſon and Charity 
will admit; we are to pity and ſympathize 
with them in Diſtreſs; to relieve them when 
in Want; and be ready to do all good Offices 
towards Mankind in general, as well as to our 
Neighbours, Friends, and Relations, in par- 
ticular. And beſides this Benevolence to hu- 
man Nature at large, and affe&ionate Con- 
cern for our own Friends, there is a ſpecial 
Eſteem which we ought to have for all good 
Men, as bearing the Image of Chriſt, bring- 
ing Glory to God, and adorning the Doctrine 
of God their Saviour. We are to do good to 
all Men, but eſpecially to the Houſhold of 
Faith; and to give Honour to whom Ho- 
nour is due. Now, if this is a Rule which 
holds good, as to our Regard to Men, Magi- 
ſtrates, and Saints: I ſee no Reaſon why it 
ſhould be forgot, or laid aſide, when we are 
thinking of Miniſters. I am ſure the Apo- 
ſtle, writing to the Church at Theſſalonica, 
ſays, © We beſeech you, Brethren, to know them 
which labour among you, and are over you in 
the Lord, and admoniſh you, and to efteem them 
very highly in love, for their Works ſake. I 
need not tell you, how little this Precept is 
regarded in our Day of Irreligion, Blaſphe- 
my, and Impiety. "Tis ſurpriſing, tis ſhock- 
ing to think, what unworthy, mean, low, 
and contemptible Thoughts, che Generality 


: 81 Theſ. V. I2, 13. 
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6 The Duty of the People. 

have of the miniſterial Character. Some will 
hardly. allow, that any Perſons under that 
Name are Men of common Honeſty, or Pro- 
biry ; others charge them in the Groſs, and 
will admit of no Exceptions, as Avaritwus, 


Sordid, and Mercenary; that they are always : 


acting from ſelfiſh Principles, and endeayour 
the Enriching themfelves by the Spoil af the 
People, and amaſs great Wealth to them- 
ſelves, by fleecing the Credulous, Eafy, and 
Ignorant. And of the few, comparatively 
ſpeaking, who now make Canfcience af at- 
tending the Word preached, the greateſt 
part ſeem to think of their Miniſters much in 
the ſame way as of their hired or menial Ser- 
vants, and inſtead of eſteeming them very 
highly for tbeir Work ſake, ſlight and neglect 
them. ; 3 
Ir's readily granted, where Miniſters ſwerve 


from the Faith once delivered to the Saints, 


and openly deny the Lord who they profeſs 
has bought them; or where they are ſeanda- 
lous, and immoral in Life and Converſation, 
they deſerve our Cenfure, nor can they rea» 
ſonably expect to be free from Blame. But 


if ſome make Shipwreck of Faith, and others 


of a good Conſcience, who having never taſt- 
ed of the Grace of God, go out from their 


Brethren, - becauſe they were never of them, 


muſt we therefore harbour an ill Opinion of 
Miniſters in general? If ſome are wicked, 


muſt all be unfaithful? We are not common 


ly tempted to judge in this Way, or reaſon 
% 48 in 


* 
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in this Manfter in other „er upon 
any dther Oecaſten. | 

The Point may, indeed, Gori be 
2 too far on the other hand, when Men 
deify, and idolive their Teachers, expecting 
too much from, ot Aſcribing too much © 
chem ; but, certainly, there is an eaſy Me- 
dium, between putting chem into the Throne, 
und trampling them under our Feet; chey 
ure Men, but Men, and Men of like Paſſions 
und Infenvities with our ſelves, but when di- 
4igent, faithful, and conſcientious, ſhould 
e not regard chem as che Servants of the li- 
wing God, who ſhow unto us the Way of 


| days Bran Our Lord feems to have deer 


min'd this Point, when he ſuys to his: | 
* les, and, I preſume, to their faithful Suc- 

cefiors, * He that recei vetb you 'recetveth me; 
uni be that receiveth me, recerveth bim that ſent 
me. And, He that deſpiſeth you defpijeth me; 

umi he that deſpiſeth me, 40 bim that ent 
me. The Apoſtle Paul, Who was as remark- 
ble for his Humility, as for his Succeſs, tells 
us how he was receiv'd (when writing to che 
Church in Galatia) - he obſer ves, Te know, 
«how through Infirmity of the Fleſh 1 preached 
tbe Goſpel unto you at the firſt, and my Temp- 
tation which was in the Fleſh, ye 4 pied not, 
mor rejected, but received me as an Angel of 
"God, ewen as Chriſt Feſus. So very beamifidt 
were the Feet of thofe who * the * 


| glatt. X. 40. a Luke &. 16. h Gal. i 1. I 3, 14. 
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but as, by your own Conſent, he is to have 


B The Duty of the People. 
Tidings of Salvation, in the Eſteem of Pro- 
feſſors, in the firſt and "— Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity. 

T might add, 'tis your Intereſt, as well as 
Duty, to cheriſh honourable, and becoming 
Sentiments of your Paſtor, other ways you 
will hardly attend much to what he delivers, 
or gain any conſiderable Advantage from his 


'Labours. True, he is not infallible, and 
may ſometimes be miſtaken, and you are 


carefully to examine- what he delivers; but 


where you find his Meſſage agrees with the 
Law, and the Teſtimony, you are to regard 


him even as Chriſt himſelf, whoſe Servant he 


Is, or as an under Sbepherd, perſonating the 
_ Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls. 


1 


2. You are at all Times, . in all Places, 


to ſpeak to your Miniſter with a proper De- 


cency; and when you are call'd to ſpeak of 
him, it ſhould be in Terms full of Affection, 


Veneration, and Reſpect. 


I am far from intending by this, that you 
ſhould uſe ſoothing or flattering Words, or 
that you ſhould be always praiſing and com- 


mending him to his Face, a Practice equally 
.nauſeous as it is ſervile. But inſtead of that 


rude, uncivil, and unmannerly Way, in 


which many ſpeak to their Miniſters, you 


ſhould remember, the Place in which God 
has fix d him; he is not, nor will he deſire it, 
if he is wiſe, to lord it over God's Heritage; 


the 


Ts The Duty of the P cople, 9 


the Rule over you, he may. juſtly expe& a 
ſuitable aha” in your Behaviour towards 
him. As your Paſtor he is the Preſident, or 


the Members are one with him, in their 
common Intereſt, in the Bleſſings of Salya- 
tion, they are by no means upon a Level 
with him in the Diſcharge of his publick 

Office. And here, might I give my Opinion, 
I apprehend it would anſwer as good Purpo- 
ſes, were the younger Brethren of the Church 
to ſpeak to their Paſtors, eſpecially before 
Strangers, in the Language of Mary to our 
Lord, when ſhe miſtook him for the Gardi- 
ner; or of the“ Jailor to the Apoſtles, when 
he enquired after Salvation, as in the more 
familiar, and to the World unintelligible 
Term of Brother, Brother, a Term made uſe 
of by many, without the leaſt guard, in all 
Companies, and upon the moſt common or 
trifling Occaſions. 

Bur eſpecially ſhould you watch againſt, 
all bitter, wounding, or provoking Language, 
which may grieve, and diſtreſs the Mind of 
your Miniſter. Some very ſerious, and ho- 
neſt, though more ſevere and rugged Chri- 
ſtians, have little thought, perhaps, when 
their Words, like ſo many drawn Swords, 
have enter'd into the very Soul of their Pa- 
ſtor ; that though he prudently declined the 
Debate, and ſtifled his Reſentments, to pre- 


John xx: 13. * Adds xvi, 30. 
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Moderator of the Society; and though all 
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10 The Duty of the People. 
vent Diſorder and Confuſion, yet they have 
hereby drove him to the Throne of Grace 
with Tears, and oblig'd him to complain to 
the Lord, of ill Uſage and Unkindneſs. The 
Apoſtle is very expreſs, even where an Elder 
is ſuppoſed to be miſtaken, ' Rebuke not an 
Elder, but entreat him as a Father. We are 
not to be Unfaithful indeed, when we ſee 
Occaſion to ſpeak to our Miniſters, this 
would be a criminal Silence; bur neither are 
we to be uncivil, but with all Humility, 
Gentleneſs, and Meekneſs, to admoniſh, ad 
viſe, or reprove them. 

And as we are to take heed what we ſay to, 
ſo we ſhould be equally cautious what we ſay 
of our Miniſters, whether in our Families, 
or in the World, or among our Fellow-Pro- 
feſſors. — | 

There are, indeed, who ſay, our Mouths 
are our own, and who delight in profane 
Jeſts, and make a Mock of every Thing that 
1s ſacred or religious; and whoever eſcapes, 
the Saint and the Miniſter, muſt expect to be 
the Subjects of their Banter; nor will they 
ſcruple to break through all Regards to Ho- 
nour, Juſtice, and Truth, to reproach, or 
defame; ridicule, or leſſen, an Ambaſſador, 
or a Follower of the Lord jeſus Chriſt. 

This is what Miniſters look for whilſt in 
this World ; and our Lord pronounces them 
bleſſed when Men ſhould ſpeak all manner 


1 Tink v, 1. 
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of Evil of them for his ſake. But when Pro- 


feſſors themſelves ſhall run with the Multi- 
tude, and join the Wicked in their mean 


Puns, and low. Witticiſms, on the miniſterial 


Function, it becomes Matter of great Re- 
proach and Lamentation. And what muſt 
our Children, or Servants think, when they 
hear us finding fault continually with our 
Teachers, carping at every Expreſſion, cavil- 
ing at every Phraſe, mimicking every Geſture, 
and expoſing every Weakneſs, will they not 
of courſe-be either wholly unattentive to, or 
hear them with Prejudice and Diſlike. Sure 
I am, we very illy recommend our Miniſters 
to others, when we can hardly give them a 


good Word our ſelves ;. inſtead of this we 


ſhould labour to ſer their Performances in the 


beſt Light, and by a favourable Interpreta- 


tion of their attending Imperfections, endea- 
your to engage and ſecure the good Opinion 
of thoſe who are either accuſtom'd, or in- 
clin'd to attend on their Miniſtry, 


3. You are to make Conſcience of praying 
for your Miniſter, in your ſecret Retirements 


in the Cloſer, and when you are worſhipping 


God with your Families at home, and eſpe- 
cially, whenever you are call'd to the Diſ- 
charge of that Duty at your Church-Meet- 
ings. Thus the Apoſtle exhorts the Saints at 


Epheſus, to pour out their Supplications for 


all Saints, and adds, And for me, that Utte- 
rance may be given unto me, that 1 may open 
x 12 my 
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12 The Duty of the People. 
my Mouth boldly, to make known the Myſtery 
of the Goſpel; for which J am an Ambaſſador. 
in Bonds, that therein I may ſpeak boldly, as F 
0ught to ſpeak”. And much to the ſame Pur- 
5 he writes to the Colgſians, » Continue in 


rayer, and watch in the ſame with Thankſ- 


827 5 Withal, praying 35 for us, that 
God would open unto us a Door of Utterance, 
7 Jpeak the Myſtery of Cbriſt, for which" I 
am alſo in Bonds, that I may make it nani- 


Fe as T ought to ſpeak. And in his Epiſtle to 
the 


Theſſalonians he ſays, Finally, Brethren, 
pray for us, That the Word of the Lord may 
have free Courſe, and be glorified, and that 
we may be delivered from unreaſonable and 


the Goſpel, who were ſo eminenily furniſh'd 
with Grace, and Gifts, and had ſuch an ex- 
traordinary Effuſion of the Holy Spirit; if 
Men of their Knowledge, Experience, Holi- 
neſs, and Courage, were, upon every Occa- 


fion, beſpeaking the Prayers of the Church, 


how much more may the Miniſters of Chriſt 


now deſire it, who fall fo vaſtly ſhort of them 


in every Thing? And I perſwade my elf, 
you cannot ſeriouſly think of the Nature, 


_ Difficulty, and Importance of their Work, 


and how unequal they are to it in themſelves, 
and the Oppoſition they are to meer with 


from Earth and Hell, but you will conclude, 


V ph. vi. rg, 20, 5 Col. iv. 2, 3. 1 Theſ. iii. 7, 2. 
s - . 13 — . - vs that 
1 \ 


2 


wicked Men, for all Men have not Faith.” 
Now, if the Apoſtles, and firſt Preachers of 


\ 


/ 
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that with good reaſon they may fay, Bre. 
thren, pray for us. When you are, there- 
fore, calling upon the Name of the Lord, 
let your Miniſter have a Place in your Re- 
membrance ; beg of God to pour out a dou- | 
ble Portion of his Spirit upon him, that he 
may be fitted, and qualified, for every Part 
of his Work : Plead with the Lord, to dire& 
him to ſuch a Paſſage of Scripture as may 
be ſeaſonable and ſuitable; and intreat of 
him, to enlighten his Underſtanding, that he 


may ſee clearly what is his Will in his Word, 


and may rightly divide it, giving to every one 
his Portion ; and in all his publick Miniſtra- 
tions, you are to pray, that he may come to 
m in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Go- 
pel of Peace, that God would make the 
Word from his Mouth his Power to your Sal- 
vation ; that he would furniſh him with Seed 
to ſow, and then water it with the Dew of 
his heavenly Grace; give him Utterance, 
and Liberty in Preaching, and the Word an 
Entrance and Savour in your Hearts who 
hear it. And if there are any in your Fami- 
lies as yet unconverted, in the Gall of Bitter- 
neſs, and in the Bond of Iniquity, your 
Heart's Deſire, and Prayer to God ſhould be, 
chat he would bleſs the Miniſtry of the Word, 


and open their Hearts, to attend to the Things 


which are ſpoken, that the Word may be 
faſten'd on Conſcience as a Nail in a ſure 
Place: That they might, at length, hear the 
Voice of the Son of God and live, and be 
* SY ge EEO 
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plucked as Brands out of the Burning. And 
who knows, but your Fervency in Prayer for 
the Succeſs of the Goſpel, may be bleſs'd, to 
bring them to reflect in this Manner, What, 
ſhall my Parent, or Maſter, be fo earneſt for 
my Salvation, and I go on thoughtleſs, ſtu- ( | 
pid, and unconcern'd ? Is he mingling Tears 
with Cries, that this might be the Sabbath, 
this the Sermon, and this the Preacher, in 
which, and by whom, I might be brought 
to God? Surely, though I have never pray'd 
before, I will begin now to ſay, God be mer- 
ciful ro me a Sinner. | 
Moreover, as to the Saints Edification, 
and ſpiritual Improvement, we are not to 
wonder ſo many complain of Barrenneſs and 
Leanneſs under the Means of Grace, when 
they can allow themſelves to come to the J 
Sanctuary, without a Requeſt, that God 
would meet them there, and bleſs them; and 
after a careleſs, drowſy Attendance. of an 
Hour or two, return from it without look- 
ing up to Heaven for his Influence, who on- 
ly, though a Paul ſhould plant, or an Apol- 
los water, can give the Increaſe. As we, 
therefore, deſire the Advancement of Chriſt's \ 
Cauſe, the Converſion of Sinners, and the 
Proſperity of our own Souls, we ſhould be 
much in Prayer for thoſe, who diſpenſe unto " © 
us the Myſteries of the Kingdom. 
And it's almoſt unneceſſary to add, ſince 
every one mult ſee, the great Impropriety of 
leaving out the Miniſter (the principal Offi- 
| cer) 
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cer) when we are praying in, or for the 


Church. But there's the leſs Room to en- 


large here, as it's obſerved, that Perſons who 
are the moſt chargeable with forgetting their 
Miniſters in private, -for their own Honour 
and Reputation ſake, will commonly take 
ſome Notice of them in publick. We pro- 
ceed, therefore, 1 


4. Lou are by no means to take up, or re- 
ceive a Report againſt your Miniſter, but up- 
on ſufficient Evidence; much leſs ſhould you 
| ſpread Abroad idle Tales, or Stories, to his 
hurt or diſadvantage. This is what the Apo- 
ſtle forbids a little after our Text, » Againſt 
an Elder receive not an Accuſation, but be- 
fore, or under, two or three Witneſſes, This 
was, indeed, the Rule of judging under the 
Law, eſpecially in capital Caſes, whether 
the Party accuſed was elder or younger; but 
the Apoſtle would have it more particularly 
regarded in the Caſe of Miniſters, who, if 
faichful, are, of all Men, the moſt expoſed 
to Slander and Reproach. The Reaſon of 
the Advice ſeems to be, the great Interrup- 


tion which it would otherwiſe occaſion in 


their Work, were they brought to anſwer 
to every ungrounded Report, and be exami- 
ned upon general Fame, there would be no 
end of anſwering every Accuſation. Such is 
the Malice of the Wicked, that where they 


P 1 Tim, v. 19. Deut, xix 15, 
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36 The Diuy of the Papi. 
cannot find, they are ready to invent Tome- 


thing to charg 


urge Chriſt's Servants withal, Nor 
is this the Caſe only of thoſe who are openly 
prophane, but there are certain diſorderly Per- 
ſons, whom the Apoſtle calls Buſy-bodies, 
who don't care for working, and who wan- 
der from Houſe to Houſe, and live by carry- 
ing Stories, and ſpreading Reports; theſe, 
as they are more ſecret, are generally the 
more dangerous, and pernicious Enemies, 
whiſpering in the Ears of the Ignorant, this 
Miniſter is not ſound, the other is haughty, 
a third covetous, and the like, when it's very 
. probable, they are incompetent Judges of the 
one, and have no manner of Foundation, but 
their own Prejudice, for the other. You may 
always judge of theſe Men, by their having 
ſomething to ſay againſt every Miniſter, a 
particular Favourite or two of their own ex- 
cepted. | 

Be careful therefore, my Brethren, how 
you give into the Suggeſtions of thoſe, who 
would bring your Miniſters into Contempt, 
and who may barbarouſly be aggravating eve- 
ry Miſtake, and heightning every Imperfe- 
ction. Be thoroughly ſatisfied, that what is 
objected againſt them is true; ſearch into the 
Foundation upon which it is built, and exa- 
mine the Evidence by which it is pretended 
to be ſupported; and where the Matter is 
not greatly culpable, Charity ſhould teach 


” 2 Theſſ. iii 17, 123 
you 
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you to judge and hope the beſt : Tis diſho= 
nourable, ungentle-man-like, as well as con- 
trary to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, to cenſure 
before the accuſed has had Opportunity to 
anſwer for himſelf: And none but the Gid- 
dy and Unthinking, the Wicked and Mali- 
cious, are ſaying right or wrong, Report, 
and we will report. Beſides, we ought to 
remember, that the Uſefulneſs of a Mini- 
ſter, very much, under God, depends upon 
bis Character, which ought not, at any 
Time, to be cauſcleſly ſtain'd or blemiſhed 3 
and where it is, I know of no Reparation 
the Guilty are capable of making, proporti- 
onable to the Injury; for when once ſuch a 
Liberty is taken, and the Story gone Abroad, 
who knows whete it will ſtop, or how far ic 
may ſpread, not only to the Damage of the 
Innocent accuſed, but to the general Hurt 
of Chriſtianity, in ſtumbling and offending 


the Weak, and giving the Enemy Occafion to 
blaſpheme. 


Another Direction which we meet with 
in God's Word, is, that we are to be Fol- 
lowers of our Miniſters, in Faith and Holi- 
neſs, as far as they appear to be Followers of 
Chriſt. Thus the Apoſtle ſays to the belie- 
ving Jews, 3 them which have the 
Rule over you; who have ſpoken unto you the 


ger. xx. 10. t Heb. xiii, 7. 


G Word 


* 
—— — — —— Die? — — — —— — — 2 — 


Suit SEL LASING 2 — — © 


— . Ou GA ., —7—%,— Hg 


O42 Cn YR” 


py” ny” — * — = 
Ar 


— . — 
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Word of God: Whoſe Faith, follow, tonſider- 
ing the End of their Converſation. And to 
the Corinthians, * Though you have ten thou- 


fand Inſtructors in Chriſt, yet have ye not ma- 


ny Pathers : For in Chrift Jeſus I have be- 
gotten you through the Goſpel. Wherefore, I 
beſeech you, be ye Followers of me. And again, 
He ye Followers of me, even as I alſo am of 
Chriſt, And the fame Advice he gives to 
the believing Philippians; * Brethren, be Fol- 
lowers together of me ; and mark them which 


wall ſo, as ye have us for an Enſample. So 


that, together with the Exhortation, there 
is. a proper Limitation ; we are to be Fol- 
lowers even of Paul himſelf, how bright a 
Pattern ſoever, no farther than he was a 
Follower of Chriſt. We are to receive no 
Doctrine from our Teachers; how learned, 
judicious, or faithful ſoever, barely upon 
their own Teſtimony. Every Article of 
Faith is to be weighed in the Balance of the 
Sanctuary. We find Peter himſelf, though 
his Succeſſors pretend to Infallibility, liable 
to miſtake; and that Barnabas, and others, 
were carried away with the Diſſimulation: 
So that we are by no Means blindly to give 
up our Underſtanding, to the Government of 
any of our Fellow Creatures ; we have a ſure 
Word, to which we are to give heed in all 
our Enquiries, after Truth or Holineſs. 


1 Cor. iv. 15, 16. Chap. xi, 1. * Phil, iii. 17. 
* Gal, ii. 12; 13, 14. | 
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And if Men ſpeak not according to the Law 
and the Teſtimony, it is becauſe there is no 
Light in them. Nor are we obliged to imi- 
rate our Teachers in any of their Peculiari- 
ties, not mentioned or requir'd in God's 
Word. But as Miniſters are required to be 
Examples to Believers, in Word, in Con- 
verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in 
Purity; as they are to follow after Righte- 
ouſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, 
and Meekneſs themſelves, ſo ſhould we en- 
deavour to copy after them, as far as it ap- 
pears that the ſame Mind which was in 
_ Chriſt, is in them alſo: Thus ſays the Apo- 
ſtle ; Finally, Brethren, Whatſoever Things 
are true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, whats 
ſoever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are 
pure, whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſo- 
ever Things are of good Report ; if there he 
any Vertue, and if there be any Praiſe, think 
on theſe Things : Thoſe Things which ye have 
both Jearned, and received, and heard, and 
feen in me, do: And the God of Peace ſhall be 
with you. And he ſays to Timothy, Thou 
haſt fully known my Doctrine, Manner of Life, 
Purpoſe, Faith, Long-ſuffering, Charity, Pa- 
tence ; and adds, though evi! Men and Sedu- 
cers ſhall wax worſe and worſe, deceiving and 
being deceived; yet, continue thou in the 


Things which thou haſt learned, and haſt been 


7 Tim. ir. iz, © Phil. iv. 8, 9. 2 Tim. iii. 10. 
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44 of, knowing of whom thou haft learngd 
em. 

ff Where you have then the Pleaſure to ob- 
ſerve any of your Miniſters greatly concern- 
ed to feed your Souls with the wholeſome 
Words of ſound Doctrine, and who are en- 
abled, in any good Meaſure, to hold forth 
the Word of Life, in a holy, humble, ſpiri- 
cual Converſation ; ; and where you ſee the 
great Influence which the Truth, as it is in 
Jeſus, has on their Temper and Behaviour ; 
and thar after they have gone through the 
World, living and leaning upon a crucified 
Redeemer when called out of it, they have 
died profeſſing their Satisfaction in the 
Truths I the Goſpel, and their ſteady Ad- 
erence to the Faith once deliver'd to the 
Saints: It ſhould ſerve not only as Matter of 
Eſtabliſhment, but be improv'd as a Motive 
to ſtir you up to cry mightily to the Lord, 
for freſh Supplies of Grace, that you may be 


Followers of them, who, through Faith and 


Patience, inherit che Promiſes. 

Laſily, You are to provide for your Mini- 
ſter, as God has bleſſed you, with Chearful- 
neſs and Generoſity. This has been thought, 
by ſome learned and judicious Divines, to be 
intended | in the Expreſſion of Double Honour, 
in the Text; the Apoſtle immediately ſub- 
joining ; for the Scripture ſaith, Thou ſhalt 
not muzzle the Ox that treadeth out the Corn: 


And 
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And the Labourer is worthy of bis Hire; 
which he explains more at large in his Epi- 
ſtle to the Corinthians, © Have we not Power 
to eat and to drink? Who goeth a Warfare 
any Time at his own Charges ? Who planteth a 
Vineyard, and eateth not of the Fruit tbere- 
of * or, who feedeth a Flock, and eateth not 
the Milk of the Flock? Say I theſe Things as 
a Man, or ſaith not the Law the ſame alſo? 
For it is ritten in the Law of Moſes, Thou 
ſhalt not muzzle the Mouth of 'the Ox that 
treadeth out the Corn. Doth God take Care 
for Oxen? or ſaith he it altogether for our 
ſakes? For our ſakes, no Doubt, this is writ 
ten; that he that ploweth ſhould plow in Hope; 
and that he that threſheth in Hope, ſhould be 
Partaker of his Hope. IJ we have ſown unto 
| you ſpiritual Things, is it a great Thing if we 
ſhould reap your carnal Things? And a Verſe 
or two lower, he adds, Do ye not know that 
they which miniſter about holy Things, live of 
the Things of the Temple ? And they which 
wait at the Altar, are Partakers of the Al- 
tar? Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that 
they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould hve of the 
Goſpel. In which, perhaps, he refers to our 
Lord's Inſtruction to his Apoſtles, when he 
ſent them to preach the Goſpel ; * Provide 
neither Gold, nor Silver, nor Braſs in your 


Purſes : For the Workman is worthy of his 


d ver. I8, c x Cor. Ix. 4, 7, 8,9, IO, It; d Ver. 
13, 14. M.att. x. 9, 10. M 
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22 The Duty of the People. 

Meat. And when writing to the Church in 
Galatia, he lays down this as a general Rule, 
Let him that is taugbt in the Word, commu- 
nicate unto him that teacheth in all good 
Things. So that I need not enlarge on the 
Matter of the Duty, as it ſtands thus en- 
forced by the Command of God under the 
Law, by the Appointment of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, and muſt appear to every unpre- 
judiced Perſon, to be highly juſt and rea- 
ſonable in its own Nature. If any enquire 
into the Degree and Meaſure of it, and how 
far they, in particular, are concern'd in a 
Compliance with it; the Rule is, As 7he 
Lord hath bleſſed you. And here let me put 
you in Mind, there are certain Obligations 
which lie on Miniſters, which you are en- 
gaged, if within your Power and Ability, to 
enable them to fulfil. That Rule of the Apo- 
Me is univerſal ; * If any provide not for his 
own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his own Houſe 
or Kindred, he hath denied the Faith, and is 
worſe than an Infidel. And in the Character 
which the ſame inſpired Writer gives of a 
Biſhop or Elder, among other Things, he 
obſerves, he muſt * be given fo Hoſpitality, 
Now how can he poflibly ſupport his Fami- 
ly, provide for his Children, and when he is 
called to it, kindly receive and entertain 
Strangers, as well as his Friends, which God 


f Cal. vi. 6. ©®r Tim. v. s. Chap. iid. 


has 
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has expreſly required, unleſs he is, in * 


good Meaſure; aſſiſted by thoſe among whom 
he labouts ? I am very ſenfible there are ſome 
narrow hearted, ſtrait handed Profeſſors, who 
think a very little is enough for their Mini- 
ſters ; and who, becauſe they live recluſe 
themſelves, and with-hold more than is 
meet, are ready to charge even — 
Decency, in a Miniſter, or his Family, 
Folly and Extravagance; forgerful chat it bh 
for their Honour and Reputation, that he 
ſhould live as the reſt of the World, in his 
Station. I would be far from vindicating 
or ſaying any Thing in favour of Pride or 
Profuſeneſs in any, and leaſt of all in thoſe 
who are to be Examples to the Flock : Bur, 
methinks it is hard, where Miniſters are faith- 
ful; and God retiders them ſucceſsful, any 
ſhould grudge them the Fruits of their La- 
bour. Nor have I in this the leaſt View to 
you, my Brethren of this Church, who have 
hitherto diſcover'd, and, I hope, God will 
enable you.to go on to do i it, a proper and ge- 
nerous Concern for the Support of his Intereſt, 
and the honourable Maintenance of your Mi- 
niſters ; I wiſh. I could ſay the ſame of all 
Churches in City and Country; but ex- 
cuſe me as it is a growing Evil in ſome Pla- 
ces, if I reaſon the Cale a little. 

Miniſters are either ſuch who have had what 
the World calls a regular Education, that is, 
have been brought up. from their Childhood 
| 2 ac 
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24 The Duty of the People. 

at School, and have ſpent a proper Time at 
the Academy or Univerſity, the better to fir; 
prepare,-and qualify them to teach and in- 
ſtruct others: Or, they are Perſons who, be- 
ing taken Notice of by the Church as eminent 
for Grace and Gifts, are, by them, deſired 
to quit their ſecular Imployments, and to 
give themſelves wholly to Study, Reading, 
Meditation, Prayer and Preaching the Word: 
As to the former, I mean a learned Miniſtry, 
to me, it is more thari probable, had the 


ſame Time, Care, and Diligence, which Mi- 


niſters are obliged to imploy in the painful 


Purſuit of their Theological Studies, beeri 


laid out about the Law, Phyſick, Merchan- 
diſe, or any other gainful Calling ; they had 
been as likely, under a common Bleſſing, to 


have gained Reputation, and to have made, 


or enlarged their Fortunes, as the reſt of 
Mankind: For a Proof of this, let it be re- 
member'd, we have ſeen, in our Day, Gen- 
tlemen of the firſt Character, who have 
ſhone at the Bar and on the Bench, and a- 
dorned the College, who had ſpent ſeveral 
Years in the Study of Divinity, and who 
were not only defign'd for, but ſome of them, 
for a Time, have appeared in the Pulpit as 
publick Miniſters of the Goſpel. 

If ſome then, from a Zeal for God's Ho- 
nour, and a hearty Concern for the Wel- 
fare of immortal Souls, are willing to deny 
themſelves, and forego the Advantages 
- which 


The Duty of the People. 25 


which they might otherwiſe expect, in com- 
mon with the Reſt of Mankind, how unrea- 
ſonable, and diſingenuous is it, that the very 
Perſons for whom they are acting thus, 
ſhould think much of allowing them all due 
and proper Encouragement? And as to ſuch 
who leave their ſecular Callings, as it is, or 
ought to be, by the Advice, and Deſire of 
the Church, ſo when that is the Caſe, it be- 
comes unrighteous, as well as ungrateful, 
not to allow them a Competency for the 


Maintenance and Support of their Fami- 


lies. 


But beſides the Nature of the Duty, and 


our Obligations to the Diſcharge of it, ſome- 
thing ſhould be ſaid, as to the Manner in which 
it is to be performed; and that is, with the 
greateſt Readineſs, Chearfulneſs, and Plea- 
ſure. Some Profeſſors would, I am perſwa- 
ded, be quite aſhamed, to ſuffer any Tradeſ- 
men to attend them with Bills, or Demands, 
in the Manner they oblige the Collector of 
their Miniſters Subſcription, one Quarter after 
another; the Anſwer is, they are not at lei- 
ſure, or ſome excuſe or other, when the true 
Reaſon is they are unwilling to part with any 
Thing for the Cauſe of Chriſt, and the Sup- 
por: of his Servants; where this is the Caſe 

erſons might almoſt as well give nothing, 
as give it with ſo much Reluctance and III- 
will. Such as theſe would do well to confi- 
der the Advice of — when he ſays, 
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26 The Duty of the People. 
li Bjth-hold not Good from them to iubom 


it is due, when it is in the Power of thine 


Hand to do it: Say not unto thy Neighbour, 


go and come again, and to Morrow I will 


give, when thou haſt it by thee. And what 


the Apoſtle, when recommending Liberality 
to the Saints, ſays, * He that giveth let him 
do it with Simplicity, he that ſbeweth Mercy 


_ north Chearfulneſs. And ſpeaking of the 


Churches of Macedonia, he takes Notice of 
the Grace of God beſtowed on them, that in a 


great Trial of Afliction, the Abungance of 
their Toy, and their deep Poverty, abounded 


unto the Riches of their Liberality. And adds, 
For to their Power (I bear them Record) 
yea, and beyond their Power, they were will 
ing of themſelves, praying us with much En- 
freaty, that we would receive the Gift. And 
in the following Chapter he tells us, ® He 


which ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap alſo ſparing- 


ly z and he which ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap 
alſo bountifully. Every Man, according as he 
hath purpoſed in his Heart, ſo let him give, 
not grudgingiy, or of Neceſſity, for God loveth 
a chearful Giver. If there is not a willing 
Mind it marrs the Gift, and is not accepted; 
but where there is a willing Mind, though ir 
is the Widow's Mite, it's accepted, according 
to what a Perſon has, and not according to 


what he has not. 


— Chap. ix. 6, 7, F | 
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Thus, my Brethren, I have endeavoured, 
with the greateſt Imparriality, to lay before 


you your Duty to your Paſtor, You are to 


entertain honourable Thoughts of him, as 


far as he obtains Grace to be faithful. You 


are to treat him with a becoming Reſpect 
when you are ſpeaking to him, and to ſay 
every Thing you can, juſtly, in his Favour, 
to your Families, to your Friends, and to 
the World. You are to remember him con- 
ſtantly in your Addreſſes to the Throne of 
Grace; and not be ready to receive every Ac- 
cuſation againſt him, unleſs it appears ta be 
ſupported by proper and ſufficiem Evidence, 
much leſs to encourage, or ſpread Abroad 
idle Reports to his Diſadvantage. You are 
to follow him in his Faith and Converſation, 
as far as he appears to be a Follower of 


Chriſt; and to provide for him with Chear-. 


fulneſs, as the Lord hath bleſſed you. 
And if this is really the Caſe, what reaſon 
have we to fear, 


1. That God is about to remove the Candle- 


ſtick from among us, when it is ſo notorious, 
that the very Reverſe of this is the Practice of 
the Generality of Profeſſors. That God has 
had a Controverſy with us for ſome Time, for 
our Neglect, and Abuſe of the Goſpel, is evident 
to every ſerious Obſer ver of Providence, not on- 
ly from the Scarcity of Converts, to what have 
been in former Ages, and the ſad Withdraw- 
ment ofthe Spirit, 1 been grieved and af- 
2 H 2 


fronted, 
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fronted, from his Ordinances, but particu. 
larly, in the Removal of ſome of the moſt 
uſeful and eminent of his Servants in the Mi- 
niſtry, who have been gathering Home in 
greater Numbers of late, than for many Years 
before. 

It ſhould ſeem as if the Number of the 
Elect were almoſt gather'd in from among 
us, and that the Goſpel 1s to be ſent to ano- 
ther Nation, who ſhall make a wiſer and bet- 
ter Improvement of it; otherwiſe how can 
we account for it,” that ſuch a Spirit of Indif- 
ference among the Beſt, and of Oppoſition, 
Blaſphemy and Reproach, among others, 
_— prevail to ſuch a Degree in the Midſt 
of us? 

Men may be as fond of their boaſted Liber- 
ties as they pleaſe, and give into the common 
Cry of Prieſtcraft and Hirelings, but let them 
remember, if the Miniſtry is af Chriſt's ap- 
pointing, and has the Sanction of his Autho- 

rity, they ought to diſtinguiſh between the 
Artifice, Wickedneſs, and Knavery of thoſe, 
who are only ſeeking themſelves, and the 
honeſt Endeavours of others, whoſe chief Aim 
it is, to be inſtrumental to inſtru and re- 
form a corrupt Generation, and who rejoice 
in doing Good, and are gladly ſpending, and 
ſpent in the Service of Souls. What reaſon 
have we then, from what we ſee of the Con- 
duct of others, and feel in the Frame of our 
"_ to rremble, leaſt God in Judgment 

| e | ſhould 
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fhould take away the Goſpel, and give us up, 
either to Popiſh, or Pagan Darkneſs and Su- 
perſtition! 7h | 

2. Would you render your Miniſter com- 
fortable, and make his Work eaſy and plea- 
ſant among you, then ſtudy the Things which 
make for Peace, and whereby you may be 
inſtrumental in Edifying one another. This - 
will be fulfilling his Joy, when ye are like- 
minded; having the ſame Love, are of one 
Accord, and of one Mind. When nothing 
is done through Strife, or Vain-Glory, bur 


in Lowlineſs of Mind, each is eſteeming others 
better than himſelf. Let all Bitterneſs, and 


Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil- 


ſpeaking, be put away from you, with all 


Malice, and be ye kind one to another, ten- 
der-hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God, for Chriſt's ſake, has forgiven you. 
When at any Time there are among Church- 


Members Debates, Envyings, Wraths, Strifes, 


2 


and Backbitings, they endanger the Commu- 
nity, as well as grieve the Miniſter; for if ye 
bite, and devour one another, take heed, ſays 
the Apoſtle, that ye be not conſumed one of 
another. Where there is Strife, there is Con- 
fuſion and every evil Work; but the Wiſdom 
which is from above is peaceable, gentle, 
and eaſy to be intreated. Labour, therefore, 
to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace. A meek and a quiet Spirit, is, in 
the Sight of God, of great Price. Such, 
| : among 
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among you, who are ſtroi ht to bear 
the . of the R 
you are Children of the ſame Father, Mem- 
bers of the ſame Head, and Brethren in the 
ſame Family, and it illy becomes Brethren 
to fall out by the Way. Pray to the God of 
Patience —— Conſolation, > he would 
grant you to be like-minded one towards ano- 
ther, that you may with one Mind, and one 
Mouth, glorify God, even the Father of our 
Lord Jeſu us Chrilt Vou will find the Advantage 
of it, in the Satisfaction of your own Minds; 
others will be encouraged to come among 
you, when they obſerve you are of one Heart 
and of one Soul: So good, and ſo pleaſant 
it is, for Brethren to dwell together in 
Unity. : 
Finally, How. dreadful would it be, ſhould 
any of you fall ſhort of eternal Life, wha 
are to enjoy the Labours of one, who will 
not, I am perſwaded, be wanting to teach, 
and inſtruct, warn, and admoniſh. you, who 
is to watch for your Souls, as one who is to 
wire an Account; it will be well for you if 
e gives: it up with Joy, ſaying, Here am I 
and the Children which thou haſt given me. 
For your own ſakes: beg of God, that the 
Word: preached may be render'd ſucceſsful, 
and your ; Miniſter be to you a Gavour of Life 
unto. Life. And if at any Time you find 
God:is with him, and he is bleſs'd for. your In- 
ſtruction, Com fort, and Eſtabliſh ment, give = 
: or 
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Lord the Glory '& 


ry, of his own Grace, and know 
how ſuitably to and eſteem the In- 
ſtrument. The Cf e God is in your 
Hands, gird up then ins of your Mind, 
be zealous, and quit yourifelves like Men; 
be at Peace among your felves, and may the 
very God of Peace be with you, and ſanctify 
you wholly; and I pray God, your whole 
Spirit, and Soul, and Body, 'be preſerved 
blameleſs, unto the Coming of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, that in that Day you may be the 
Joy, and Crown of Rejoicing, of your Pa- 
ſtor, and hear the great Judge ſay to you and 
him, Well done good and faithful en,, 
enter ye into the Joy of your Lord. 
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